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Graphic Novels



El Deafo by Cece Bell

Graphic Novel
A 2015 Newbery Honor Book 
Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going 
to school and making new friends while wearing a bulky hearing 
aid strapped to your chest? That requires superpowers! In this 
funny, poignant graphic novel memoir, author/illustrator Cece 
Bell chronicles her hearing loss at a young age and her 
subsequent experiences with the Phonic Ear, a very 
powerful—and very awkward—hearing aid.
The Phonic Ear gives Cece the ability to hear—sometimes things 
she shouldn’t—but also isolates her from her classmates. She 
really just wants to fit in and find a true friend, someone who 
appreciates her as she is. After some trouble, she is finally able to 
harness the power of the Phonic Ear and become “El Deafo, 
Listener for All.” And more importantly, declare a place for 
herself in the world and find the friend she’s longed for.

Video of Cece Bell (author) talking about El Deafo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cnj5STG0SZo


New Kid by Jerry Craft

Graphic Novel
Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than 
drawing cartoons about his life. But instead of sending 
him to the art school of his dreams, his parents enroll 
him in a prestigious private school known for its 
academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of color 
in his entire grade.
As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights 
apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day 
School, Jordan soon finds himself torn between two 
worlds—and not really fitting into either one. Can 
Jordan learn to navigate his new school culture while 
keeping his neighborhood friends and staying true to 
himself?

Book Trailer for New Kid

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BpmqqHl_zOA&feature=youtu.be


Novels in Verse & other Forms



Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson

Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson 
always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, 
she shares what it was like to grow up as an African 
American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the 
remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the 
Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each 
poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each 
line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her 
place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also 
reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing 
stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading 
as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed 
with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer 
she was to become.

Video of Jacqueline Woodson talking about Brown 
Girl Dreaming

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-2YJPGea94E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-2YJPGea94E


The Crossover Kwame Alexander

With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is 
SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. 
Cuz tonight I’m delivering," announces dread-locked, 
12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are 
awesome on the court. But Josh has more than 
basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell 
his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle 
grade novel of family and brotherhood from Kwame 
Alexander.
Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on 
and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a 
terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax 
proves a game-changer for the entire family.

Interview of Kwame Alexander talking about The 
Crossover

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbMj6lG4shM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbMj6lG4shM


Novels in Prose



The Thing About Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin

Everyone says that it was an accident... that sometimes 
things "just happen". But Suzy won't believe it. Ever. 
After her best friend dies in a drowning accident, Suzy is 
convinced that the true cause of the tragedy was a rare 
jellyfish sting. Retreating into a silent world of 
imagination, she crafts a plan to prove her theory--even 
if it means traveling the globe, alone. Suzy's achingly 
heartfelt journey explores life, death, the astonishing 
wonder of the universe...and the potential for love and 
hope right next door.

Book Trailer for The Thing About Jellyfish 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fp00iW1IzBc


Warcross by Marie Lu
For the millions who log in every day, Warcross isn’t just a game—it’s 
a way of life. The obsession started ten years ago and its fan base now 
spans the globe, some eager to escape from reality and others hoping 
to make a profit. Struggling to make ends meet, teenage hacker Emika 
Chen works as a bounty hunter, tracking down Warcross players who 
bet on the game illegally. But the bounty-hunting world is a 
competitive one, and survival has not been easy. To make some quick 
cash, Emika takes a risk and hacks into the opening game of the 
international Warcross Championships—only to accidentally glitch 
herself into the action and become an overnight sensation.
Convinced she’s going to be arrested, Emika is shocked when instead 
she gets a call from the game’s creator, the elusive young billionaire 
Hideo Tanaka, with an irresistible offer. He needs a spy on the inside of 
this year’s tournament in order to uncover a security problem . . . and 
he wants Emika for the job. With no time to lose, Emika’s whisked off 
to Tokyo and thrust into a world of fame and fortune that she’s only 
dreamed of. But soon her investigation uncovers a sinister plot, with 
major consequences for the entire Warcross empire.

Book Trailer for Warcross

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zj_Q44ruIuA


The Stars Beneath Our Feet by David Barclay Moore

It’s Christmas Eve in Harlem, but twelve-year-old Lolly Rachpaul and 
his mom aren’t celebrating. They’re still reeling from his older 
brother’s death in a gang-related shooting just a few months earlier. 
Then Lolly’s mother’s girlfriend brings him a gift that will change 
everything: two enormous bags filled with Legos. Lolly’s always 
loved Legos, and he prides himself on following the kit instructions 
exactly. Now, faced with a pile of building blocks and no instructions, 
Lolly must find his own way forward. 
His path isn’t clear—and the pressure to join a “crew,” as his brother 
did, is always there. When Lolly and his friend are beaten up and 
robbed, joining a crew almost seems like the safe choice. But building 
a fantastical Lego city at the community center provides Lolly with 
an escape—and an unexpected bridge back to the world. 
David Barclay Moore paints a powerful portrait of a boy teetering on 
the edge—of adolescence, of grief, of violence—and shows how 
Lolly’s inventive spirit helps him build a life with firm foundations 
and open doors.

Book Trailer for The Stars Beneath Our Feet

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sv20ZnqOr88


Swagger by Carl Deuker

Levi was simple, like a child. It was the best thing about him, 
and it was the worst, too. 
When high school senior Jonas moves to Seattle, he is 
glad to meet Levi, a nice, soft-spoken guy and fellow 
basketball player. Suspense builds like a slow drumbeat 
as readers start to smell a rat in Ryan Hartwell, a 
charismatic basketball coach and sexual predator. When 
Levi reluctantly tells Jonas that Hartwell abused him, 
Jonas has to decide whether he should risk his future 
career to report the coach. Pitch-perfect basketball 
plays, well-developed characters, and fine storytelling 
make this psychological sports novel a slam dunk.

Book Trailer for Swagger

https://vimeo.com/90329068


QB 1 by Mike Lupica

Jake Cullen is a freshman quarterback playing high school 
football in Texas, the high-pressure land of Friday Night 
Lights. He is also the brother of Wyatt Cullen, who 
quarterbacked his team to the Texas State Championship last 
season--not to mention the son of former NFL quarterback 
and local legend, Troy Cullen. To be a Cullen in Texas is to be 
football royalty . . . which leaves 14-year-old Jake in a 
Texas-sized shadow. Being a good teammate comes naturally 
to Jake; being a winner and a celebrity does not. Jake may be 
a Cullen, and he may play quarterback, but he is not his 
brother or his father.  He's just like every other kid: fighting 
for every ounce of respect, awkward around a pretty girl, in 
awe of his famous family, and desperate to simultaneously 
blend in and cast his own shadow. Inspired by the real-life 
Manning family of quarterbacks and set amid the 
football-crazy culture of Texas. 

Book Trailer for QB 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gninApUfyok


One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia

Eleven-year-old Delphine is like a mother to her two 
younger sisters, Vonetta and Fern. She's had to be, ever 
since their mother, Cecile, left them seven years ago for 
a radical new life in California. But when the sisters 
arrive from Brooklyn to spend the summer with their 
mother, Cecile is nothing like they imagined.
While the girls hope to go to Disneyland and meet 
Tinker Bell, their mother sends them to a day camp run 
by the Black Panthers. Unexpectedly, Delphine, Vonetta, 
and Fern learn much about their family, their country, 
and themselves during one truly crazy summer.

Video of the author (Rita Williams-Garcia) talking about 
One Crazy Summer

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/videos/teaching-content/one-crazy-summer-book-trailer/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/videos/teaching-content/one-crazy-summer-book-trailer/


Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai

Hà has only ever known Saigon: the thrills of its 
markets, the joy of its traditions, and the warmth of her 
friends close by. But now the Vietnam War has reached 
her home. Hà and her family are forced to flee as Saigon 
falls, and they board a ship headed toward 
hope—toward America.
This moving story of one girl's year of change, dreams, 
grief, and healing received four starred reviews, 
including one from Kirkus which proclaimed it 
"enlightening, poignant, and unexpectedly funny."
An author's note explains how and why Thanhha Lai 
translated her personal experiences into Hà's story. This 
paperback edition also includes an interview with the 
author, an activity you can do with your family, tips on 
writing poetry, and discussion questions.

Book Trailer for Inside Out & Back Again

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erjRxbX4CzM


Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper

From multiple award-winning author Sharon Draper 
comes a story that will forever change how we all look 
at anyone with a disability, perfect for fans of RJ 
Palacio’s Wonder.
Eleven-year-old Melody is not like most people. She 
can’t walk. She can’t talk. She can’t write. All because she 
has cerebral palsy. But she also has a photographic 
memory; she can remember every detail of everything 
she has ever experienced. She’s the smartest kid in her 
whole school, but NO ONE knows it. Most people—her 
teachers, her doctors, her classmates—dismiss her as 
mentally challenged because she can’t tell them 
otherwise. But Melody refuses to be defined by her 
disability. And she’s determined to let everyone know 
it…somehow.

Book Trailer for Out of My Mind

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCG6e2DifxY


A Night Divided by Jennifer A. Nielsen

With the rise of the Berlin Wall, Gerta finds her family 
suddenly divided. She, her mother, and her brother Fritz 
live on the eastern side, controlled by the Soviets. Her 
father and middle brother, who had gone west in search 
of work, cannot return home. Gerta knows it is 
dangerous to watch the wall, yet she can't help herself. 
She sees the East German soldiers with their guns 
trained on their own citizens; she, her family, her 
neighbors and friends are prisoners in their own city.
But one day on her way to school, Gerta spots her father 
on a viewing platform on the western side, 
pantomiming a peculiar dance. Gerta concludes that her 
father wants her and Fritz to tunnel beneath the wall, 
out of East Berlin. However, if they are caught, the 
consequences will be deadly. No one can be trusted. Will 
Gerta and her family find their way to freedom?

Book Trailer for A Night Divided

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iLDN59UyCw


Ghost by Jason Reynolds

Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly different backgrounds 
with personalities that are explosive when they clash. But they are also 
four kids chosen for an elite middle school track team—a team that could 
qualify them for the Junior Olympics if they can get their acts together. 
They all have a lot to lose, but they also have a lot to prove, not only to 
each other, but to themselves.

Running. That’s all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. 
But Ghost has been running for the wrong reasons—it all started with 
running away from his father, who, when Ghost was a very little boy, 
chased him and his mother through their apartment, then down the 
street, with a loaded gun, aiming to kill. Since then, Ghost has been the 
one causing problems—and running away from them—until he meets 
Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist who sees something in Ghost: crazy 
natural talent. If Ghost can stay on track, literally and figuratively, he 
could be the best sprinter in the city. Can Ghost harness his raw talent for 
speed, or will his past finally catch up to him?

Jason Reynolds reads an excerpt from Ghost by Jason Reynolds

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKpupNR-iqk


Piecing me Together by Renee Watson

Acclaimed author Renee Watson offers a powerful story about a girl 
striving for success in a world that too often seems like it's trying to 
break her.
Jade believes she must get out of her poor neighborhood if she's 
ever going to succeed. Her mother tells her to take advantage of 
every opportunity that comes her way. And Jade has: every day she 
rides the bus away from her friends and to the private school where 
she feels like an outsider, but where she has plenty of opportunities. 
But some opportunities she doesn't really welcome, like an 
invitation to join Women to Women, a mentorship program for 
"at-risk" girls. Just because her mentor is black and graduated from 
the same high school doesn't mean she understands where Jade is 
coming from. She's tired of being singled out as someone who needs 
help, someone people want to fix. Jade wants to speak, to create, to 
express her joys and sorrows, her pain and her hope. Maybe there 
are some things she could show other women about understanding 
the world and finding ways to be real, to make a difference.

Book Talk about Piecing Me Together by Renee Watson

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ItcJaeo3mk


Refugee by Alan Gratz 

JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the 
threat of concentration camps looming, he and his family board a 
ship bound for the other side of the world . . .
ISABEL is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing 
her country, she and her family set out on a raft, hoping to find 
safety in America . . .
MAHMOUD is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart 
by violence and destruction, he and his family begin a long trek 
toward Europe . . .
All three kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All 
will face unimaginable dangers -- from drownings to bombings to 
betrayals. But there is always the hope of tomorrow. And 
although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by continents 
and decades, shocking connections will tie their stories together 
in the end.

Book Trailer for Refugee 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89sO3y75hF8

